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so stupid as to fear a premature detachn1ent of the pla
centa, or an inversion of the uterus, situply because the 
rnen1branes had descended so low in advance of the 
child's head? More than this, does not every obstetri
cian know that in delivery by the forceps, while the uterus 
is contracting vigorously the fundus descends in close 
contact with the tnoving body ; the longitudinal and 
oblique fibres of the uterus are shortened and thickened 
as the child's body descends out of the uterine cavity; 
that so soon as the tnembranes are brol{en and the escape 
of the arnniotic fluid occurs the walls of the uterus cotne 
in close �c�o�n�~�t�c�t� with the fretus; that every inch the lat
ter advances after the head has passed the os is attended 
by a �c�o�r�r�e�~�p�o�n�d�i�n�g� reduction in the length of the uterine 
cavity; that the tnernbranes do not contract, and there
fore lose little or none of their original length, and could 
not exert any degree of tr<lct.ion upon the placen.ta before · 
the head would clear the perineu rn? .And the best ope
rators generally retnove the forceps before this occurs. 

The above propositions being true to nature and to art, 
how could any cornpetent operntor be expected to 1nake 
injurious traction upon the placenta or the fundus uteri 
through the tnediurn of the tnernbranes? The idea is 
as puerile as such a charge \Vould be groundless. 

�~�1� oreover, in threateurd itnpaction the chHd's head 
rnay, and son1etilnes does fit so close in the bony circle 
of the pelvis as to effectually prevent the escape of eve;t 
the sn1allest quantity of the liquor atnnii frorn above the 
point of irnpingetnent. In such a case we would ask 
what difference could it make whether the 1nen1branes 
were ruptured or not before application of the forceps? 

Now, in such a case as we have described (and it is no 
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fancy sketch), what conscientious obstetrician possessing 
sufficient knowledge and skill to entitle him to the con
fidence of his patient, would hesitate to apply his forceps 
and deliver her when convinced that by trusting to the ef-

. forts of nature alone she would rnost probably die from ex
haustion consequent upon prolonged and fruitless efforts 
to deliver herself? And all for no better reason than 
that the followers of Denman and his ilk may cry~·out 
that we have violated a law in obstetrics! What law? 
\Ve answer, only a rule of a~tion ]aid down by teachers 
and writers \vho lived and wrote in a time of ignorance, 
when the science and art of rnidwifery was in its infancy, 
and before the true Jaws of obstetrics were known, or the 
art of properly aiding nature, when nature shows signs 
of failure, had becotne fnrniliar to even the leaders of 
obstetric ·practice. Teachers whose practical precepts in 
regard to nearly all of the greatest ernergencies that nre 
liable to arise in obstetric practice have been thrown 
nside und denounced as unsafe by all of our best teachers 
and n1ost inte-lligent practitioners of the present day. 

Thanks to the progressive spirit and scientific attain
rnents of our tin1es, \Ve no longer feel bound to sit Jike 
trusting idiots by the bedside of a. helpless, suffering 
wo1nan, whose stock of vitality is being rapidly exhaust
t.~d by the pain and effort. of an unavailing labor, waiting 
for an opportunity to act in accordance with the aphor
isms of sotne distinguished .ignorarnus whose writings 
have been causing the death of untold numbers of wo
nlen and children for tnore than half a century. 

We would not be understood as ignoring or disregard
ing the precept to rupture the tnembranes and evacuate 
the waters when thev have collected below the child's 
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head, or when there can be any fluid detected between 
the latter and the tnembr<i nes, before resorting to instru
rnental clelivery. But we contend that there is no need 
for such puncturing 'vhen the head and the n1embranes 
are in such close contaet that there is no appreciable 
space between thern ; and such Il1!lY be the case when 
delivery by the forceps is 1nost urgently denHl.nded. 

When the os uteri dilates and a vertex presentation is 
clearly rnade ont, with the Ineinbranes intact nnd in close 
contact with the head, but no protrusion of the usual bag 
of waters through the well-dilated os, it should be evi
dence to the lnind of anv well-informed obstetrieian that . . 
the head fits the pel vic bri tn so closely that the rnern-
branes are iinpinged upon, and therefore cannot cleseend 
in ad vance of the hearl so as to fortn a pouch for the 
GATHERI~G of the waters. These are the cases that are 
apt to eventuate in irnpnction of the head, ohstruetion 
to the circulation in the soft parts of the parturirnt ca
ual, fruitless labor, and the death of both tnother and 
ehild. Of the forrner frotn excessive pain and the ex
hanstio.n and loss of vitality consequent upon prolonged 
and unavailing effort; and of the latter fronl pt~otracted 
pressure and interruption to the circulation. .A .. n(l, shoul(l 
the deli very be effected, either b~r the efforts of nature or 
by art, ~fter su~h a protracted struggle as is liable to 
be witnessed by t.he "let nature alone" school of accou
eheurs, and the wotnan escape with her life, she would 
be very lil\ely to suffer fron1 sloughing of the soft parts, 
and the forrnaton of vesical or rectal fistu Ire, or perhaps 
both. ' 

The fact that the bag of waters does not forn1 ; that it 
is n vertex presentation ; that the os-. uteri is well-dilated ; 
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t hnt 1 it.t Je ot· no progress is tnade, notwithstanding the 
uterine contractions are strong and frequent for hours, 
should warn the attendant that he has to deal with a case 
in which the child's head tits the pelvic canal too closely 
for the safety of either tnother or child, and that it is his 
duty to adopt prornpl and decisive rneasures to avert the 
dangers thHt threaten the wotnan and her offspring. 
Anything short of this is criminal negligence, albeit it 
rnay be the fruit of equally cri rni ual ignore:1 nee, and should 
the wornan die for want of tirnely aid, is no better than 
tnnrder; and this, too, in spite of the refuge afforded by 
the erroneous and well nigh obsolete teachings of Denman 
and his followers. 


