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D e d i c a t i o n t o 

F a m i l y P r e s e r v a t i o n W o r k e r s 

A special kind of workers are in the 

world today 

To help us as families, to show us 

the way 

To love each other, to live together, to 

teach us to respect, stand by and stay together 

as families should 

These workers are ordinary humans like 

you and I, the things that make them different 

is they possess these golden qualities 

They extend themselves beyond the call 

of duty 

They fill us up with positive solutions 

to keep our families moving 

There is only one way they lead us, it's 

back to the right track 

Yes, Family Preservation workers help us, 

make it back 

Where there is or have been years of 

patterned abuses and or dysfunctions they may 

not have been witnesses to it, or don't know the 

reason at all, but deep down, inside of a genuine 

devoted worker is that golden quality that beckons 

them to answer our calls 

Family Preservation workers have their 

own lives and families too, each case they 

haadle isn't just another job they get paid 

to do. 
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But everytime they are able to work through 

the knots and ties and keep another family 

together I truly believe it makes their job more 

worthwhile 

Family Preservation workers (or any worker) 

who Trust and Believe in the Lord Jesus 

Christ and Pray is an extra bonus to a 

family, for if they are of such standing 

we truly know they want only your best 

they are not our enemies 

Keep up the good work, even when 

you handle families that don't want to 

be saved or reached 

Remember those who you have already 

saved and helped and those you all have 

yet to meet. 

God Bless Each and 

Every one of you and your 

families as well 

Remember they that wait 

upon the Lord shall renew 

their strength (Isaiah 40:31) 

and Never, Never, Never, 

"Throw in the Towel" 

Every family is worth saving. 

Linda Frank 

Houston, Texas 

Copyright 1995. 

For more information regarding this poem, 

please contact the Family Preservation Institute. 

I m p r o v i n g F a m i l y F u n c t i o n i n g T h r o u g h F a m i l y 

P r e s e r v a t i o n S e r v i c e s : 

R e s u l t s o f t h e L o s A n g e l e s E x p e r i m e n t 

W i l l i a m M e e z a n a n d J a c q u e l y n M c C r o s k e y 

This article describes a study of the outcomes of home-based family 
preservation services for abusive and neglectful families in Los Angeles 
County. It focuses on changes in family functioning during the 3 month 
service period and one year after case closing. Families known to the 
public child welfare agency were referred to the project based on 
caseworker judgement of the need for services rather than on the criteria of 
imminent risk of placement. Two hundred forty families were randomly 
assigned to either the service group receiving family preservation services 
from two non-profit agencies or to the comparison group receiving regular 
public agency services. Both caseworkers and families reported small but 
significant improvements in family functioning for the service group 
families, but not for the comparison group families. Study findings also 
suggest the aspects of family functioning most changed by services, the 
characteristics of families most affected by services, and variables which 
predicted service success. 

Los Angeles is the largest county in the nation, home to about 6.6 million adults and 2.6 million 
children. Population growth, 85% of which is due to births, is predicted to continue into the 
next decade. The county has an increasingly diverse population mix, especially among its 
children: in 1990, 50% of those under 18 were Latino, 27% were White, 12% were African 
American, and 10% were Asian American. About one in every three Angelenos were born 
outside the United States, and most have come here since 1980. Almost 14% of all residents, 

The article is based on material which will appear in J. McCroskey & W. Meezan (in press). Family 
Preservation and Family Functioning. Washington, DC: Child Welfare League of America. Both authors have 
contributed equally to the conceptualization design, implementation, analysis and reporting of this study. 

The project was funded by a generous grant from the Stuart Foundations of San Francisco, California. The 
authors would like to express our appreciation to the foundation as well as our numerous research partners including 
Brian Cahill, Lyn Munro, Pat Reynolds, Carol Goss, Alex Morales, Judy Nelson, Sandy Sladen, Peter Digre, Delores 
Rodriguez, Barbara Ahmad and Evelyn Syvertsen. 
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