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Published by CHILDREN AT RISK and the Texas Medical Center Library and edited by the CHILDREN 

AT RISK Institute, the Journal of Applied Research on Children (JARC) serves to inform policy affecting 

children by providing applicable research to the public, child advocates, and policymakers on timely 

children’s issues. Providing practical case studies and research on the transformative potential of policy 

change, JARC issues provide a powerful link between data and policy solutions to strengthen the 

arguments of child advocates across the country. 

Academic literature on misinformation has exploded in recent years and yet much of that work either 

tracks the prevalence of misinformation generally or points to population-based interventions 

intended to reduce that prevalence. Considerable work also has focused on parental acceptance of 

clinician recommendations for children’s health such as vaccination recommendations. Less work 

has considered how and why families are vulnerable to medical misinformation regarding children’s 

health or the implications of that vulnerability for intervention development.  

This special issue of the Journal of Applied Research on Children will feature papers that advance 

our understanding of misinformation in the family health context and what might be done about it. 

Quantitative and qualitative papers will be welcome but all papers should report empirical data and 

advance our understanding of what steps might be taken to reduce the effect of misinformation on 

family decision-making, patient-provider relationships, or population welfare in the future.  

The Journal of Applied Research on Children is available online in an open-access format 

(jarc.childrenatrisk.org) and is indexed in CINAHL and SocINDEX, making it available to child 

advocates, researchers, practitioners, and policymakers across America. Since its launch, journal 

articles have been downloaded over 165,000 times worldwide. The submission and rigorous double-

blind peer review process are completed entirely online. Authors are encouraged to take advantage of 

the journal’s online format by including videos, interactive charts, or links to online resources.  

 

We encourage interested authors to submit a 400-word abstract and letter of interest to the managing 

editor at jarc@childrenatrisk.org by November 18, 2022. If the abstract is approved, full manuscripts 

will be due March 3, 2023. To view past issues of the journal or to submit a manuscript, please visit 

jarc.childrenatrisk.org. 
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