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Published by CHILDREN AT RISK and the Texas Medical Center Library and edited by the
CHILDREN AT RISK Institute, the Journal of Applied Research on Children (JARC) serves to inform
policy affecting children by providing applicable research to the public, child advocates, and
policymakers on timely children’s issues. Providing practical case studies and research on the
transformative potential of policy change, JARC issues provide a powerful link between data and
policy solutions to strengthen the arguments of child advocates across the country.
Researchers and practitioners are often working to improve practices both within their own
organizations as well as in community settings—away from the highly controlled environments of
labs. Often in these real-world settings where children and their caregivers are engaged, include
childcare centers, pediatric clinics, schools, and places of faith. For the 18th issue of JARC, the
CHILDREN AT RISK Institute is seeking manuscripts describing the challenges faced when
implementing new programs and practices aimed at impacting children and families within
community settings, tried/tested solutions to these challenges, and related policy implications.
Implementation work is hard and it is far too common of a practice to not fully describe the
challenges encountered, to only talk about the successes and not what it took to get there.
Consequently, new program administrators and researchers are continuously “reinventing the
wheel” and “learning the hard way” versus learning, anticipating, and innovating from the previous
work of their peers and leaders. The intention of this issue is to provide a space for those working
in the trenches to discuss the realities of their work to help better inform future interventionists,
funders,
and
leaders.
The Journal of Applied Research on Children is available online in an open-access format
(jarc.childrenatrisk.org) and is indexed in CINAHL and SocINDEX, making it available to child
advocates, researchers, practitioners, and policymakers across America. Since its launch, journal
articles have been downloaded over 165,000 times worldwide. The submission and rigorous
double-blind peer review process are completed entirely online. Authors are encouraged to take
advantage of the journal’s online format by including videos, interactive charts, or links to online
resources.
We encourage interested authors to submit an abstract or letter of interest to the managing editor
at jarc@childrenatrisk.org by December 15, 2019. If the abstract is approved, full manuscripts will
be due March 2, 2020. To view past issues of the journal or to submit a manuscript, please visit
jarc.childrenatrisk.org.

