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Published by CHILDREN AT RISK and the Texas Medical Center Library and edited by the
CHILDREN AT RISK Institute, the Journal of Applied Research on Children (JARC) serves to inform
policy affecting children by providing applicable research to the public, child advocates, and
policymakers on timely children’s issues. Providing practical case studies and research on the
transformative potential of policy change, JARC issues provide a powerful link between data and
policy solutions to strengthen the arguments of child advocates across the country.

Maternal morbidity and mortality is a critical issue in the United States and has obvious effects
on children, communities and society. This issue is dedicated to discussing existing policies and
how they may impact maternal morbidity and mortality.

This special issue of the Journal of Applied Research on Children will feature papers focused on
the leading causes of mortality and severe maternal morbidity, including maternal mental health,
substance use disorder, hemorrhage, infectious diseases, interpregnancy and postpartum care and
state and national quality, safety and equity improvement efforts. We are additionally seeking
topics that authors feel may add further insight into combating the maternal health crisis in the
United States.

The Journal of Applied Research on Children is available online in an open-access format
(jarc.childrenatrisk.org) and is indexed in CINAHL and SocINDEX, making it available to child
advocates, researchers, practitioners, and policymakers across America. Since its launch, journal
articles have been downloaded over 165,000 times worldwide. The submission and rigorous
double-blind peer review process are completed entirely online. Authors are encouraged to take
advantage of the journal’s online format by including videos, interactive charts, or links to online
resources.

We encourage interested authors to submit a 400-word abstract and letter of interest to the
managing editor at jarc@childrenatrisk.org by March 31, 2025. If the abstract is approved, full
manuscripts will be due June 30, 2025. To view past issues of the journal or to submit a
manuscript, please visit jarc.childrenatrisk.org.
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